
































































The transmission of Culture in Religion
―?Construction of an Analytical Framework Revolving around“Gender”
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英 文 要 約
Highly advanced individualism has become
 
widespread in present-day Japan. The tendency
 
toward individualization is a phenomenon that
 
has been pointed out in both areas of family and
 
religion. However,this paper seeks the process
 
of maintaining family and religion as groups,or
 
clarification of the faith succession process.
Children’s choice to succeed the faith of their
 
parents is one of the behaviors for maintaining
 
ties among their family through religion, thus
 
seemingly working against the phenomenon of
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individualization. In order to ascertain the truth
 
concerning their choice of faith succession, it
 
must be determined whether their choice is made
 
on the basis of their individual will or under
 
compulsion from their family or relatives.
The purpose of this paper is to construct an
 
analytical framework to raise questions on the
 
mechanism by which children who succeed the
 
faith and becoming followers of religious activ-
ities,were brought up by parents who have reli-
gious faith behavior patterns. In responding to
 
the above questions on individual choice,the fol-
lowing two issues will be discussed. The first
 
concerns clarification of the process in family
 
relationships through which religious values are
 
transmitted from parents to children. The sec-
ond attempts to clarify the modifying process
 
resulting from the changing relationship between
 
the religious organization and children and
 
societal change.
The following can be considered as factors
 
influencing  children’s’ religious choices: the
 
degree of their parents’religious guidance, their
 
trusting relationships with parents, their social
 
status,social networks and their family situation
 
and educational background. In particular, the
 
area involving family and religion is greatly in-
fluenced by gender. The methodology,therefore,
must be constructed revolving around the view-
point of“gender”among these factors.
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